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The Robert Long House (18BC17) consists of a mid 18th-19th century brick house and 20th century commercial building in downtown Baltimore. The site is 
situated at 812 S. Ann Street within the National Register Historic District of the Fells Point section of Baltimore. It lies near the waterfront of the northwest 
branch of the Patapsco River, just across Thames Street from the wharves that have existed there since the early 18th century. Most of the area surrounding 
the site is heavily developed. Soils mapped for the area are classified as “Urban Land” meaning that 80% of the surface is covered either by buildings or by 
impervious surfaces such as asphalt or concrete.

Site 18BC17 is situated within City Lot 145, which was later subdivided into multiple properties. The lot extended from Thames Street (originally called George 
Street) on the south to Lancaster Street (originally Lancaster Alley) on the north. The lot was platted to John Bond and Edward Fell in 1763.

In 1765, John Bond, the attorney representing landowner Edward Fell, leased all of Lots 76, 144, and 145 to a merchant named Robert Long for an annual 
ground rent. Long had come to Fells Point in 1763 seeking property, and soon built himself a house on Lot 145, as stipulated in his lease. Lot 76, which lay to 
the south of the other lots, was across George (Thames) Street along the waterfront. Long soon built a wharf and a brick warehouse there.

Little is known of Robert Long’s origins, other than the fact that he first came to Baltimore in 1763. He may have been from Pennsylvania based on some of 
the characteristics of the home he built on Lot 145, the fact that many early Fells Point residents came from Philadelphia or Chester, PA, and the mention of 
£500 “Pennsylvania money” in one of the early Long deeds. Pennsylvania money appears in other deeds for the area and may have been a common currency 
in Fells Point.

In 1770, Long had some financial trouble and mortgaged all three of his Fells Point lots to Sara Brice of Anne Arundel County for £500 sterling. As the original 
leases for Lots 144 and 145 cannot be located, this mortgage document provides the first extant property descriptions for these lots. Long’s fortunes seem to 
have been on a downturn, as him soon became indebted to Thomas Ewing and Samuel Brown for £1,089. The sheriff of Baltimore seized Lot 76 as payment 
for the debt in June 1771, and it was sold that fall to Ebenezer Makie for £1,000. Long kept Lots 144 and 145.

By 1774, Robert Long had attained sufficient wealth to leave the merchant class and call himself a gentleman. Toward the end of that year, Long made 
preparations to marry a window named Mary Fitzsimmons Norwood. In a deed of trust made 10 December 1774, he placed the entirety of Lot 145, including 
its buildings, household contents, and slaves, in trust for his intended bride. The deed stated that if Long were to leave the marriage, Mary would receive all of 
the household furnishings and £500 Pennsylvania money. The couple married soon afterward. Mary brought two children from her first marriage (John and 
Mary Norwood) into the home.

During the Revolutionary War, Robert Long appears to have been involved with the Continental cause. In early 1780, the Commissioners of Baltimore Town 
wrote the Governor of Maryland that Long was familiar with the countryside around Baltimore and had offered his assistance in their search for wheat, flour, 
horse, and wagons to supply the Continental Army. Long also partnered with another Fells Point businessman, General Mordecai Gist, to purchase properties 
that had been confiscated from Tory sympathizers. In 1781, Gist and Long purchased Lot 76, which Long had been forced to sell to Ebenezer Makie in 1771. 
Makie, a Tory, fled Maryland during the war. The same year, Gist and Long bought 1,106 acres of confiscated property that had been part of the Principio Iron 
Company.

After buying the Principio lands in 1781, Robert Long sold his house on Ann Street and moved to another property he owned on the Philadelphia Road near 
Herring Run in Baltimore County. The family now included Elizabeth Long who was born between 1775 and 1782 when her mother made a last will. Mary 
Norwood Long (Robert Long’s wife) died in 1783, leaving most of her own property to her two older children, John and Mary Norwood.

Following his wife’s death, Robert Long was married a second time, to a woman named Sarah. The presence of another Robert Long in Baltimore results in 
some confusion as to Sarah’s full name and the date of the marriage. A marriage was recorded between Robert Long and Sarah Wilson on 4 May, 1784, and 
another Robert Long marriage to Sarah Carnaghan was recorded on 11 October 1797. In any case, Robert and Sarah Long’s marriage produced at least two 
children by late 1799, sons Robert and William Long.

Other than Robert Long’s own home on Ann Street at Site 18BC17, there were no houses on Lot 145 by 1781. However, on 10 November, 1781, Robert Long 
assigned the eastern third of Lot 144 and all of Lot 145 to William Travers for £1,200. The property was also subject to an annual ground rent of £4, 10 
shillings. Three years later, Travers subdivided and began selling off portions of Lot 145. Many of the portions went to his children. The prices of the various 
lots indicate that there were no buildings on any of the parcels except that containing the former Long House. Despite the fact that several purchasers were 
members of the Travers family, they appear to have paid market rate for the properties. Travers also was described as a “gentleman” in one transaction.

On an unknown date in early 1784, William Travers sold the former Robert Long house to Matthew and Henry Travers for £600, plus a token two-pence 
ground rent. Matthew and Henry may have been William’s sons. The property began on Ann Street, 54 ft. north of its intersection with George Street. It ran 56 
ft. north and then west 60 ft. to the edge of Lot 144. Lot 145 was further subdivided in the years shortly thereafter. One of the subdivisions, the creation of 
1738 Thames Street, contained a 20 inch wide segment of the Robert Long House’s south chimney stack. This chimney stack became the property of the 
John McCallister, who then used it to vent the family’s fireplaces when they constructed their home. The Travers family had to build a new internal chimney to 
service fireplaces on that side of the house.

The remainder of Lot 145 north of the former Long house was sold by Travers to Amely (Amelia) Travers on 3 January, 1785 for £300, plus £3 annual ground 
rent. This property fronted 90 ft. on Ann Street and 60 ft. west from Ann Street on Lancaster Alley. This section was later subdivided further into 4 ½ building 
lots along Ann Street. The half lot was later conjoined with part of the Robert Long House property to construct 808 S. Ann Street. No buildings were ever 
constructed fronting on Lancaster Street, as houses along the northern portion of the Ann Street frontage had full 60 ft. deep rear yards.

Sanborn fire insurance maps as well as Baltimore city directories from the late 19th through the 20th century suggest that the Robert Long House was used 
for both residential and commercial activities at varying points over the decades. In 1973, Cigarette Service, Inc. sold the property to the Society for the 
Preservation of Federal Hill, Montgomery Street, and Fells Point for an undisclosed amount. Under the Preservation Society’s ownership, the house was 
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restored to its original appearance and became the society’s headquarters. A visitor’s center was constructed at 808 South Ann, and a courtyard created at 
810 South Ann, replacing a concrete block shop building that had been erected there.

The Robert Long House (18BC17) was excavated in the late 1970s and early 1980s by members of the Archeological Society of Maryland (ASM), a group of 
amateur archeologists. The property at 810 Ann Street, the garden just north of the Robert Long House, may have been excavated at the same time by the 
ASM. The property at 808 Ann Street has probably not been excavated archeologically. It is completely occupied by the Preservation Society visitor’s center. 
No formal report was ever written for these excavations.

In 2001, an attempt was made to assess previously conducted archeological work at historic properties in the Fells Point area of Baltimore. The ASM work of 
the 1970s at 18BC17 was included in this study.
The review of previous work was conducted to assess the archeological potential of the area prior to planned renovations to several properties by the Society 
for the Preservation of Federal Hill and Fells Point (hereafter the Preservation Society). These properties (including 18BC17) are under easements to the 
Maryland Historical Trust (MHT), thus the necessity for archeological evaluation prior to any development that could potentially compromise any archeological 
deposits. With respect to 18BC17, this work entailed reviewing the newsletter of the ASM, newspaper articles published at the time of these excavations, and 
locating brief reports concerning the excavations. Several attempts were also made to contact people associated with ASM who worked on the Robert Long 
House project, but these efforts were unsuccessful.

The work in the 1970s and 1980s entailed excavation both within the Robert Long House, as well as within the rear yard and garden of the house as well as in 
the basement of the house itself. It is uncertain whether the garden north of the house was ever excavated.

Excavations in the basement of the house were conducted by the Archeological Society of Maryland, Central Chapter. Apparently, an attempt was made to 
conduct a scientific, methodical excavation. The basement was divided into 91 cm (3 ft) test squares, numbered on a grid system, and the layers in each unit 
were numbered. The artifacts were marked according to the square and layer in which they were found. No field records were located in the Preservations 
Society’s files or at MHT.

The deep fill discovered in the Robert Long House is evidence of the long history of adding fill to basements in Fells Point. In the late 18th century and all 
through the 19th century, the residents of Fells Point were advised to fill their basements. Most of the basements and cellars in Fells Point had water leakage 
problems and were very damp, conditions thought to cause yellow fever. Doctors of the period did not know what actually caused the fever, but had noticed 
that residents of higher, dryer parts of Baltimore did not catch yellow fever as often as the people of Fells Point did. Some of the basements had deposits 
added several times, raising the floor level in some cases to within 3 or 4 ft. of the ceiling.

The fill recovered in the basements in Fells Point are secondary deposits. This fill may have been re-deposited sheet midden from the yards around the 
houses or from vacant lots nearby. It may have been carted in from out of town, although this is unlikely. Because one cannot be sure where the fill came 
from, one cannot attribute the artifacts recovered to the families that lived in the house. Nevertheless, the artifacts are a good representation of the material 
culture of Fells Point in the 18th and 19th centuries.

An ASM newsletter stated that in 1976 the ASM excavated 2.13 m (7 ft) down into the fill and had encountered two layers of brick floor in the basement. The 
upper level of brick floor may have been put in during the Laake Family’s ownership in the third quarter of the 19th century. This brick floor was dated by an 
1869 penny found in the bedding sand for the bricks. Most of the artifacts were found between the second level of brick floor and the original basement floor 
surface.

The artifacts found inside the basement of the Robert Long House are typical of 18th and early 19th century sites and represent a number of different 
activities. Artifacts relating to kitchen activities and food consumption included ceramics (Chinese porcelain, salt-glazed stoneware, shell-edged and transfer-
printed earthenwares), a tea caddy lid, a porcelain baby feeder, tea and coffee cup fragments, and table and bottle glass. Clay pipe fragments and gun flints 
relate to adult activities, such as smoking and hunting, while marbles, slate pencils, and a domino suggest the presence of children.

Women’s and girl’s activities, such as sewing, are represented by the buttons, thimbles and scissors that were found. A number of coins were found including 
a 1787 Connecticut penny, a 1793 federal penny, an 1869 penny, and several foreign coins. A bone toothbrush, a fossilized shark’s tooth, and a cannon ball 
were also found.

Excavations by the ASM were also conducted in the yard behind the Robert Long House in an attempt to uncover evidence of outbuildings. This excavation 
took place in November of 1981. Two trenches were excavated, one east to west, and one north to south. The trenches were approximately 1.22 m (4 ft) wide 
by 1.83 m (6 ft) deep and totaled over 21.3 linear meters (70 ft). The soil from the excavation was not screened, although artifacts were collected. The 
purpose of the excavation was to reveal the original yard surface and uncover soil stains that might indicate the location of outbuildings. One of the features 
found was a barrel privy that dated to ca. 1900. There is no evidence the remains of any other outbuildings were found.

The construction and renovation proposed by the Preservation Society included relocating air conditioning units and possibly running underground lines to the 
Robert Long House and to 1732 Thames Street. The extant concrete pad for the air conditioning units was to be removed. This work would have an impact on 
the rear yard of the house, in areas that had not been previously examined by ASM. A concerted effort to locate someone with ASM who knew precisely 
where trenches were situated in 1981 was undertaken. An informant was located who was able to provide guidance so that the 1981 trenches could be re-
excavated and used to run the utility lines for the air conditioning apparatus to avoid disturbing any remaining archeological deposits.

This property and the yard to the north (810 S. Ann Street) have been used for domestic and commercial purposes since the late 18th century. The kinds of 
archeological resources that may exist include evidence of outbuildings associated with the occupation of the Robert Long House, such as an additional privy, 
a well, or a shed for keeping animals. The yard to the north had been the location of a blacksmith shop and a brass working facility. There may be 
archeological evidence of these occupations or of later businesses on the site. Site 18BC17 and the adjoining property at 810 S. Ann warrants testing before 
any future ground disturbing activities take place and should be monitored during construction or renovation activities that might disturb buried resources.


